and on the use of antihypertensive drugs in children.
The selection of subjects for discussion reflects the unhappy division of the subject of childhood hypertension between the specialties of endocrinology and nephrology. Thus, whilst the rare syndrome of dexamethasone-suppressible hypertension is covered, the coarsely scarred kidney (be it segmental hypoplasia or reflux nephropathy) that is the most common cause of severe hypertension in childhood is not discussed at all. Nevertheless, it is encouraging to see that the subject of high blood pressure in children is beginning to receive the attention that it deserves, and the volume will be of interest to specialists in the field. .
MARTIN BARRATT

Consultant Paediatric Nephrologist Hospital for Sick Children Great Ormond Street, WCI
Re-entrant Arrythmias: Mechanisms and Treatment. Henri E Kulbertus (ed) pp 390 £14.50 Lancaster: MTP 1977 This is an excellent volume reviewing the field of tachycardias from the standpoint of the cardiologist and clinical electrophysiologist. Amongst its contributors are many of the world's leading authorities, providing a most extensive bibliography.
The book is divided into several sections, each dealing with the electrophysiological mechanism of tachycardias, their pathological origins and clinical presentations; whilst many useful case histories are given much background knowledge concerning practical techniques is assumed. The book attempts to relate current 'experimental data to clinically orientated problems and includes much information essential to the understanding of cardiac-electrical events. While the title implies practical coverage of medical treatment, the emphasis is on experimental pharmacological effects. The up-to-date appraisal of the current treatment of tachycardias by pacing and surgery forms a valuable contribution.
This volume makes important reading for all cardiologists and e1ectrophysiologists and should be an important reference text for all physicians engaged in the management of tachycardias.
A M HARRIS
Consultant Cardiologist Charinq Cross Hospital
Modern Practical Neurology. Peritz Scheinberg pp 256 SI2(paper) New York: Raven Press 1977 Dr Peritz Scheinberg, distinguished for his studies of cerebral blood flow and metabolism, and at present secretary of the American Neurological Association. is a notable exponent of modern American neurology. This book is based on courses which he and his colleagues at. the University of Miami have devised in an elTort to teach neurological diagnosis and management to general practitioners and physicians working in internal medicine.
It represents a brave attempt to describe methods of neurological examination and management and to discuss the cardinal manifestations of neurological disease in sixteen short chapters which cover just over two hundred pages. Unfortunately it is only partially successful because the commendable brevity at which the author has aimed has had the effect of conveying in some~Iaces an unacceptable degree of superficiality.
Each rather laconic chapter is followed by a well chosen list of references to leading papers or monographs on the topics under consideration, but the very brevity for which the author has striven has all too often defeated his objectives. There are also a few oddities such as a comment upon the bulbocavernosus reflex in the female, and the chapter on dizziness pays scant attention to such symptoms of psychogenic origin. Moreover, it is simply unhelpful to devote six lines to poliomyelitis and two to equine encephalomyelitis, and in the section on epilepsy it is hardly enough to say that patients should be advised about such matters as driving without saying what the advice should be.
To the reader who uses the volume as an aperitif before turning to more detailed texts it may have the effect of whetting the appetite for greater knowledge and more comprehensive advice. However there is a risk that the uninitiated may be misled and occasionally misinformed, or that they may gain the mistaken impression that many complex problems are much simpler than is in fact the case. The book contains much that is useful and wise but Dr Scheinberg has the knowledge and experience to write a much better short guide to neurological medicine which I hope that his next. and much expanded edition will be. This book is intended for the guidance of insulinrequiring diabetics, the parents of children with this disease and their family doctors. Most of the book is written in terms comprehensible to the intelligent layman, but there are short sections Which are particularly intended for doctors. The COntents are, in general, up to date and accurate and there is plenty of practical information together with a sensible section on the emotional aspects of youth-onset diabetes. Unfortunately, no concessions are made to an English readership, and there is grave danger of lay and professional readers alike being confused by American termin?logy and practices, particularly in relation to dIet and insulin injections. It is therefore irn-P?ssible to recommend this book for the English Iabeti c, although it will be useful for the physician Interested in acquainting himself with American methods of management.
JOHN N WALTON
Professor of Neurology University of Newcastle upon Tyne
NIGEL OAKELY Senior Lecturer in Human Metabolism St Mary's Hospital Medical School
The Physiology and Pathophysiology of the Skin vol 4: The Hair Follicle. A Jarrett (ed) pp 330 £ I 8.50 . London: Academic Press 1977 This is the fourth volume in the series edited by Dr A Jarrett. It deals with the hair follicle and is largely the work of Dr Elizabeth Johnson and Dr RIC Spearman. It is a comprehensive work dealing with the structure and function of hairs and similar structures, e.g. whiskers and wool, in man and animals. How many people know that in cross section scalp hairs are round but pubic hairs and eyelashes are oval? It is suggested that the pubic louse does not invade the scalp because of the shape of the hair. Much of the work is very specialized and not for the clinician, for example the environmental effects on the hair follicle, the biochemistry of hair formation, and the chemistry of the hair keratins. There are, however, chapters for the clinician, such as those on the genetics of hair growth and colouration, and abnormal hair growth in man. Jarrett himself contributes to this last chapter.
The book is beautifully produced and the illustrations are clear and of good quality. There is a thorough up-to-date review of the literature. The price, £18.50, is not excessive considering the specialized nature of the work. It will be a standard work of reference for many years and be of as much value to the biologist as to the research dermatologist. PD The current commentary on the number of trivial illnesses seen in general practice has prompted some to advocate a wider acceptance of self-help medicine by the general public. On the other hand, the dangers of patent medicines have also been emphasized.
This paperback relates some experience of the problem in America; it is based on a series of papers on the history of medicine delivered at a symposium organized by the University of Wisconsin in April 1975.
Commencing with the literature on domestic medicine, the contribunons range through the reasons for self-help, the role of homeopathy, and the connection between health reform and the views of middle-class American women. This is an interesting little book that can be recommended not only to those with an historical
